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AIKCU students thank state legislators for student financial aid 
Student financial aid is always the biggest policy 
priority for AIKCU and its member campuses, but 
never is it more important than in this budget 
year. AIKCU students have mounted a campaign 
to thank members of the General Assembly for 
their historic and ongoing support of these crucial 
student financial aid programs. Kentucky resident 
students have been asked to write thank you 
postcards to their hometown legislators. The 
response has been extremely positive, with 
students sending thousands of hand-written 

postcards to Frankfort. In addition to writing 
postcards, students are filming video messages for 
legislators that may be viewed on AIKCU’s 
YouTube channel 
http://youtube.com/kentuckyprivates. Additionally, AIKCU presidents and students will travel to 
Frankfort throughout February to thank legislators in person for supporting KEES and 
Kentucky’s need-based aid programs. Learn more about these efforts at http://aikcu.org/thankyou.  
  

St. Catharine early college part of 
major CPE grant 
St. Catharine College is one of the beneficiaries 
of a 3-year, $720,000 grant awarded to CPE to 
boost college readiness initiatives across 
Kentucky. The grant provides $40,000 annually 
for three years to support the Washington County 
Commander College, a partnership between St. 
Catharine College, the Washington County 
School District and Elizabethtown Community 
and Technical College. The grant will also extend 
and strengthen the ongoing work of regional 
assessment academies at Morehead State 
University, Northern Kentucky University, and 
Western Kentucky University. Learn more: http://www.aikcu.org/2012/01/23/st-catharine-early-
college-grant/ 

 

 

Centre College students write postcards to state 
legislators thanking them for supporting student 
financial aid. 

Students listen to an instructor in the Washington 
County Commander College, a partnership between 
SCC, Washington Co. schools, and ECTC. 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Midway College announces new pharmacy partnership  
Midway College announced in early January that it is partnering with the University of 
Charleston in West Virginia to move forward on its goal to educate more pharmacists for rural 
Kentucky. Under the proposed arrangement, the University of Charleston will establish and 
operate a branch of its pharmacy school at the Midway College Paintsville campus.  

The two institutions signed a letter of intent on December 28, which began a 60-day due diligence 
period. During that time the schools will explore the feasibility and ramifications of the expansion 
and seek approval from the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE). If a final 
agreement is reached, the University of Charleston would operate the school of pharmacy in 
Paintsville as a branch campus and would begin offering its full four-year Pharm.D.program in 
January 2013. For more, see http://www.aikcu.org/2012/01/12/midway-college-announces-
pharmacy-partnership-with-university-of-charleston-wv/ 

 
AIKCU interns get to work in Frankfort 
Ten students attending six of Kentucky’s independent colleges have been awarded internships to 
spend their spring semester working in Frankfort with members of the General Assembly, in state 
government agencies or with private legislative consulting firms. 

Students chosen for the 2012 intern class, the schools they attend and the agencies or lawmakers 
with whom they will be doing their internships are: 

 Kelsey Best, a Campbellsville University junior from Harrodsburg: Sen. Kathy Stein 

 Nicole Bistline, a business administration and accounting major at Union College: Capital 
Link Consultants 

 Keana Mae Crockett, of Bardstown, a St. Catharine College senior majoring in 
management: Rep. Linda Belcher 

 Kyla Fitz-Gerald, a senior history major at University of the Cumberlands from 
Lexington: Thomas D. Clark Center for Kentucky History 

 Jamie Holt, an Alice Lloyd College senior history major from Westfield, NC. Thomas D. 
Clark Center for Kentucky History 

 Ashleigh Lewis, a junior communications major at the University of Pikeville. Her home is 
Warner Robins, Ga.: Kentucky Retail Federation 

 Stephen Loader, also a University of Pikeville communications major from Pikeville: Sen. 
Joey Pendleton and Senate Democratic Caucus 

 China Riddle, a junior at Alice Lloyd College majoring in English from Virgie: Sen. Ray 
Jones 

 Elisha Taylor, a third University of Pikeville junior communications major from Elkhorn 
City: Rep. Leslie Combs 

 Eugenia Vickers, a University of the Cumberlands junior majoring in political science, 
history and business administration from McKee. House of Representatives Republican 
Caucus 

 


